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Interspiro Divator DP-1 Surface Supply 
Apparatus 
 
Principle of Operation: 

Surface augmented dive apparatus 

Minimum Equipment: 

1. Divator DP-1/2 surface box with 
adequate cylinders per dive plan 

2. Divator MK-II open-circuit SCUBA with 
octopus regulator and MK 20 Full Face 
Mask 

3. Life Preserver 
4. Weights (if required) 
5. Dive knife 
6. Swim fins 
7. Submersible wrist watch 
8. Depth Gauge 

 
Principal Applications:  

1. Shallow water search 
2. Inspection 
3. Light repair and recovery 

 
Advantages: 

1. Rapid deployment 
2. Portability 
3. Minimum support requirements 
4. Excellent horizontal and vertical mobility 
5. Minimum bottom disturbances 
6. greater endurance, air supply not limited 

to man carried cylinders 
 
Disadvantages: 

1. Limited physical protection 
2. Influenced by current 
3. Lack of voice communication (unless 

equipped with a through-water 
communications system or light weight 
wire system) 

 

Restrictions: 

 
Work limits: 

1. Normal 130 fsw 
2. Maximum 190 fsw with Commanding 

Officer’s permission 
3. Standby diver with minimum of 100 scf 

cylinder for all DP-2 diving 
4. Within no-decompression limits 
5. Current – 1 knot maximum 
6. Diving team – minimum 4 persons 

 
Operational Considerations: 

1. Standby diver required. Standby diver 
may be supplied from the DP-2 surface 
box or a stand-alone SCUBA diver. 
Standby must be tended. In either case 
the designated Standby diver must wear 
minimum of 100 scf capacity cylinder(s). 

2. Small craft mandatory for diver recovery 
during open-ocean diving 

3. Moderate to good visibility preferred 
4. Enclosed space diving prohibited 

 
CAUTION 

In the DP-2 configuration, if one diver 
experiences an umbilical casualty (cut) the 
primary air supply for both divers will be lost. 
Both divers’ air supplies will shift to EGS. In the 
DP-2 configuration, if you have an umbilical 
casualty and the second DP-2 diver is sitting as 
Standby Diver it must be stressed that his EGS 
tanks must have a minimum of 100 scf. 
 
NOTE:  Addition of an authorized T Piece 
secondary umbilical allows two divers to use 
the same panel (DP-2). 

 

Figure 6-27.  Interspiro Divator DP-1 Surface Supply Apparatus General  Characteristics.  
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